NAmerica Has Turned to Toy
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They are mostly made in America now.

€6 HE Jlapanese are sending us a great quantity
of cheap, small playthings, but the bulk of the

real tovs come from Germany., I the Ger-
man tov-factories should close down the Christmas
trees of this country would be bare.”

[hat remark was made by a buyver for a big West-

ern toy-shop ten days before Christmas in the year

1913—six vears ago. That is, vou observe, the last
Christmas before the war. The following Christmas the
German tov-factories were closed down, or as good as
closed down, since their products could not reach this
country. O1 urse the German tovs were still on the
11‘,37'-\-_?.»\ SINC ":'.';,'c_ were tons of advance :-:“.:1'111*1'.§.‘-
already in this country waiting for distribution. Toy-
buying is dome in the spring and summer of each
vear _ -

But the significance 15 not in the stores ot German
tovs that asted t* for eighteen months atter
war had been declared by the European Allies, but in

t lisproval ot the buyers prediction.

rman toyv-factories were closed; the Christ-
ias trees of the United States were not bare, have
never been bare, and will not be bare this Christmas
RINE back t that Christmas season { 1"'1.:. i.t‘.','i

the talk with the Western buyer, it is easy to recall the
self-complaces W which he glanced over his store,

justifyving his seven-months-old judgment of the pre
vious spring and pointing out that his stock, purchased
so long advance. was thinning down almost exactly
n response to the normal demand. It is an interesting
stud the child-taste in toys, and if you want
know the tendencies of the younger generation, take
2 trip through a toy department when it 1s busy and
watch the children, then take another trip through when
it 1s not busy and get the department manager to talk

to 3 But don't choose Christmas Eve

§ 13 there was a marked development in the toy

usiness in America. It may be said in passing that

. States toy market had, for several years,
been demanding the highest grade of toys. By that is
not meant the most expensive, but the most complete
and practicable toys. “Practicable” used in the stage
directions of a play means something that actually
works, and not merely a dummy; the same meaning
goes for toys.

Young America had steered steadily toward the
nracticable, and the practicable had taken the form of
creative toys, in particular, construction sets and the
like. Instructive toys are not far removed from the spirit
of the nation, with its vast building operations. Next
to the structural sets, came the electric motors, which
would drive real miniature saws, hammers, pile-drivers
and many other things. In fact, the electric toys came
first, but because of their greater expense, appeared
numerically smaller than the simpler construction sets.
Then came the perennial train, from the electrically-
propelled locomotive to the small tin affair; trains have
been and remam a staple toy, and will continue to as
long as we use locomotives; their fascination for the
voung, and even the not-so-young, is everlasting.

Very, very far down on the list came the familiar
lead soldier, the toy fort, and the other paraphernalia
of mimiature warfare. Toy armaments had been out-
paced by the constructive toys of peace.

On the other side of the store were the thousands
of dolls which, come weal come woe, change not,
except in degree of loveliness and mimbleness of
joints. Dolls become more elaborate and of greater
variety, but remain always dolls,

Of course express wagons, various forms of seli-
propelled wheel vehicles, and, for the very young,
the clockwork novelties changed only with the widen-

the

ing inventiveness of the makers, and chiefly n shape

and style.

The toy-buyers and sellers will tell you that the
first vear after war began brought them a very real
difficulty, which was two-fold. Not only did they
have to replace the toy-supplies which hitherto came
in great abundance from Germany, but they had to
meet a suddenly changed taste i toys. Furthermore,
they had to meet an unprecedented demand, since the
wave of early war-prosperity which swept the coun-
try put toys in greater abundance into American homes
than ever 11 fore.

The story of how American ingenuity and enter-
prise met the first and, thercby, the second and third
parts of this problem is one of the fascinating illustra-
tions of this country’s ability to care for itself if only
the necessary impulse is given. It is the old proverb,
“Necessity is the mother of invention,” coming true

again,

The history of the toy business is briefly told and
is a necessary introduction to this most remarkable
and innocent of America's war efforts.

The word, toy. comes from the Dutch tuig, which
means tools, implements, or stuff, and spelen, to play,
the compound speltuig meaning plaything (literally
stuff to play with), Today the word toy means a
child's plaything, and i1s extended to include worth-
less ornament, or a gee-gaw. Children's playthings
are as old as man's time on this planet, and there are
in existence even today stone and metal dolls with
which the children of Egypt once played; probably the
doll was the first, as it is the last, of nursery jovs.
Some of the earliest were of wood, and had movable

ints. Toy animals, tops, rattles, balls and toy furni-
ture also were common 1in early days.

Most of the early American toys, with some ex-
ceptions, were imported from several European coun-
tries until, in the late eighteenth century, Germany
took the lead in the production in large quantity of
small toys, gradually winning what was almost a monop-
oly in that industry. No one else ever has been able to
compete with her doll-production at the price, and the
same 15 true today—so much so that American buyers
expect to be forced to get their dolls from Germany
again, as American manufacturers declare competi-
tion with them is impossible.

The chief American-produced toys were of wood,
wood being plentiful here when it had grown scarce
in Germany, where metal had become the chief medium
of manufacture.

The first Christmas of the Great War found the
American stores well stocked with toys, but already
the taste in toys had changed to a certain extent and
while the constructive toys managed to hold their ;-Iate:
very well, there was a tremendous demand for toys
which were not available except in small stocks and
which always had come from Germany anyway. Ger-
many was the home of the lead soldier and all his
paraphernalia of war,

There was no industry organized to cope with this
demand, nor was it possible to get a product in time
for the 1914 Christmas market. It was obvious, how-
ever, that the demand would continue as long as the
war lasted, and that as long as the war lasted, Ger-
man supplies would not be obtained, because even if
there were no war between Germany and the Upited
States, and even if commercial relations between them
were not hampered by the blockade, still German
tactories had to be turned over in the great war
mobilization to more serious matters,

It was then that American ingenuity stepped in.
and utilizing the medium that was most plentiful in

aking

the shortest time, and ‘which ha.t!k_alrca;l_\.‘ .hl:l'i' used
in restricted gquantities for toy-making, l! lere appeared

At a time the wooden toys which today are a major
i ‘d. of the stock trade ot every toy-store
la.nr:'.).futm.“."(_:L“-rprin-,., three in pfart?rl\:'l:ir .p:n. tm-
mediately successful; one was Iill,j\_tf\}. \prk‘. w. one
in Nlinots, and the third in the acific Northwest the
last-named owned many clever |l;l‘ll'llts.- .an.tl bep ._-l an
organized output of standard toys, !r.:a;:m.r \\‘h‘: bar-
rows, auto-go-cars, miniature billiard tables, and ani.
mals, all made of \\‘UUl‘!. il.?'lll all made “’l‘“‘lu with-
'-T..'{Hll the stern usage o1 t"!l]l”]ul._ld. At tll(‘. Same time
r\\muh‘n torts, wooden cannon, wooden guns, wo ':1'.'“
automobiles, wooden :1rnu-|jvd cars appeared to <. sfy
the war-demand, and while these new toys proved
more expensive than the tin t“_\"."\.t.l' the previous “
their greater stability and the added :»lrl"lll.'ll_l [‘ ' the
\\'l't‘{lt'll “]lllll!\” over the trllhng metal ones, madi em
' » money. .
“Ur!l{t‘.“[‘l_:l‘v” that long distant day and 'lhl.ﬂ' th.- toy-
industry has made huge strides in America; and while
the lapam-sv are tn'-da}' maore than t.'\ll‘l' hl‘]llll}:'. the
small, chv;l]!l}'-L‘lmhll'llflt‘ti toys, America has produced
in increasing quantities to meet an mcreasing demand
for substantial, well-made toys, chiefly of wood but
latterly some of stout metal which, ten years ago, would
have seemed foolishly pretentious  to offer anywhere
except to the parents of the wealthy. '

As the inventor associated w ith one of these first
toy-factories said to the writer: “What a child wants
is something to do with his hands; he wants a toy to
work : that is why structural sets and other toys re-
quiring some ingenuity m handling will com: :..u‘.};
stronger than ever just as soon as the war-toy passes out,

This has come true. For four years the fact iries
strained every nerve to meet the la_.u-.'ltul demand of
the American child for war-toys. _'ltc)';lilakslxg had to
move with war-invention itself. W ;trslnp_s. guns, tanks,
all had to appear in replica as soon as might be. lven
today there is the aftermath mn the most elaborate
copies of the implements ol war. Nevertheless the
toys of peace are crowding them on the shelves i the
stores, just as they are crowding them out ol the
benches of the factories,

Just as the war itself brought back the toys o
war. so is the reconstruction period, with all its talk of
building and industry, bringng back the useiul toy
which enables a child “to do something with h.
hands.” It is perhaps worth noting carefully how the
toy-demand reflects faithiully the thought and con-
versation of the adult world. If we talk n terms ot
industry. our children desire to copy our plans. U
we talk and think of war, they wish to echo n I‘cr‘A
haps there is in that thought the secret of Amecricas
toy-shops of the future. The toy-makers today say
the factories must turn out for next Christmas—1Y20—
the greatest series of constructive toys ever scen=
derricks, bridges, dynamo-driven constructors, and nov
elties not yet revealed but already modeled ! the
factories. ‘

The American boy is the most alert in the world.
1§ we rebuild the world, he, in imitation, will robuild
it too—and so doing, will build a far finer and more
permanent thing, his character,

Reversing the War

LE)XI)().\' has seen the formation of a socicty of
“Friends of the Latin Quarter,” which plais 0
deter all British students from attending German uni
versities.

The same day that London reported this, \ iennd
sent out word that the Austrian capital would make
overtures as a candidate for the capital of the l.cague
of Nations, .

We must expect to see many manifestation like
these. Among the Allied Powers there will be mor¢
than one movement designed to keep the associated
powers of democracy aloof from the old lands of
autocratic rule. Among the former nations ! the
Central Alliance there will be other moveme:ts 10
hasten the restoration of amities, to accelerate the heal-
mg of all wounds, -
~ Doubtless every proffer from Berlin or Vienna will
in some way have a degree of counterbalance by som¢
movement like that of the “Friends of the Lati®
Quarter."”

Doubtless every action taken in Paris or | ondon
which lays emphasis on the old estrangement will be
partly met by waving of new olive branches along the
Danube or the Rhine,

- Of course we know that nations not at wal tend
inevitably toward a more intimate peace. The sreat
example of that has been the example of the Unit
States and Great Britain, But it is probably just 54
well that the new rapprochement of the recently-hostie
nations be accomplished slowly, deliberately, 1ot -
hasty furgct{uhwss.

.. In fact, no true understanding can be hastily reached.
The nations thought they understood one another
fore the war—but the war showed them their blundef:
They hesitate now, lest they enter into an »understand

g~ which is a mere continuation of their old M
apprehensions.

In the old Hebrew story the Israelite: came t© the

border of Palestine on their return from Egypt. The¥
were scized with fear of the giants and did not ent¢'
the Promised Land. Therefore that generation Wal"
dered in the wilderness, and not until a new gener
tion had taken their places did the Israelites conquet
ta‘lialsl. So ]il’-_;lh’ibi)‘, now that th{. nations have turn

aside in the wilderness of war, it may require a t
cration to forget all that has distressed us, 0 tha

we can all come again to the old borders of our ¢O%
'f“u':'l‘“:““mry. and enter with joy into the unity ©

f the




